
                                                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
22 Then came the Feast of Dedication at 

Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and Jesus was in 

the temple area walking in Solomon’s 

Colonnade. 24 The Jews gathered around 

him, saying, “How long will you keep us in 

suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us 

plainly.”  

25 Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you 

do not believe. The miracles I do in my 

Father’s name speak for me, 26 but you do not 

believe because you are not my sheep. 27 My 

sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and 

they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and 

they shall never perish; no one can snatch 

them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has 

given them to me, is greater than all; no one 

can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. 30 I 

and the Father are one.”  

  

 The enemy seemed to be always chasing 

him, striking at the most inopportune times: 

as he talked with his wife over dinner when it 

was just supposed to be the two of them; as 

he tried to fall asleep after waking in the 

middle of the night; as he sat in his office 

trying to get his work done; the enemy even 

pressed him as he sat there in the pew trying 

to listen to the Word of God. This enemy was 

always on the attack; it always seemed to be 

pressing against him with no relief.  

What was the enemy in this man’s life? 

It’s an enemy that each of us knows, and 

feels, an enemy that the late David Bowie 

sang about: The enemy is pressure and we all 

know how the effects that pressure puts on us. 

It can tire and wear us out. It can cause 

unbelievable stress and worry. It can 

overwhelm to exhaustion or depression.  

And where do we feel the effects of this 

enemy? Perhaps the shorter-answered ques-

tion is where don’t we? Every one of us feels 

pressure in our vocations – those roles that we 

are given in life: at work, at home, in the 

church. Every “job” that we have comes with 

pressures of expectation; pressures of suc-

cess; pressures of responsibility. And those 

pressures can come from the outside – people 

placing them onto us, both fairly and unfairly. 

Or they can come from within – pressures 

that we reasonably, and unreasonably, place 

upon ourselves.  

But more dangerous than the vocational 

pressures that we face are the spiritual 

pressures that narrow in on us every single 

day. And again, these pressures come from 

both the outside, and also from the inside.  

We are encircled by a world that scoffs at 

the notion of Christianity and seeks more and 

more to choke out the Christian message and 

Christian values. We are pressed outwardly 

to put so many other parts of our life before 

the church part – whether that be our job, 

family, hobbies, sports. Internally, we are 

pushed to doubt or to stray or to slide when it 

comes to our faith. 

Pressure is in your life, it is in every area 

of your life. And it will continue to be there 

because you and I are living in what 

Revelation 7 calls “The Great Tribulation.” It 

is a time in which God promised that his 

people would feel a great narrowness as life’s 

challenges pressed in on them. It is the result 

of living in a time when Satan is making his 

last stand, and we see the effects of the 

pressure; we can feel the effects of that 

pressure.  

It can all make us feel like supremely 

weak and vulnerable sheep. It’s such a 

different picture than the one we see in 
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Revelation 7. As we read those words earlier, 

we saw sheep arrayed in white and standing 

before the throne, waving palm branches as 

their symbol of victory and shouting praise to 

God - what a wonderful scene.  

Yet, it seemed so different than the life I 

know as a sheep. As I go through life, I more 

often feel like the sheep being led to 

slaughter. Under the pressure, tears often 

cloud eyes and blur vision. I’m more tempted 

to wave a white flag of surrender than a palm 

branch of victory. Struggles make me tired, 

and often I just want to get along, whatever 

the price.  

Do you know the feeling?  

Being vulnerable and defenseless sheep. 

Against enemies far too strong. Bringing 

constant pressure. Exposing our inability to 

handle it. This is the reality as we live in the 

midst of “The Great Tribulation.”  

But so is this: A voice calls to us in the 

midst of that “great tribulation.” Amidst all 

the pressures pressing on us both internally 

and externally, a voice rises above the tumult 

even though it is neither shouting nor fearful. 

The voice is confident and composed. You 

know this voice. It is the voice of your Good 

Shepherd. 

And “in the presence of our enemies” (Ps. 

23:5) just as David proclaimed in Psalm 23, 

he has a message for us. He speaks this three-

fold promise to his sheep: “I give them 

eternal life, and they shall never perish; no 

one can snatch them out of my hand” 

(John 10:27-28).  
And while the voice is confident, the ears 

that hear it aren’t always so. Our ears are 

filled with doubts, our minds come up with 

questions. How can our Good Shepherd 

speak with such certainty about our eternity? 

How can he dismiss our enemies so easily? 

Maybe he doesn’t get just how weak we are? 

Perhaps he doesn’t quite know the pressures 

that push against us? Maybe he doesn’t 

understand how great the tribulation is? 

But then we hear these words from our 

Good Shepherd too, “My sheep listen to my 

voice; I know them, and they follow me.” 

The truth is that the Shepherd does know us: 

He knows our weaknesses – his all-seeing 

eyes understand them better than we.  He 

knows our enemies – he is never caught off 

guard by the pressures that press in on us.  He 

knows the “great tribulation” -that is far too 

strong for us who are dust. He knows our 

fears, he knows our doubts, he knows our 

sins, he knows our temptations -better than 

we know them ourselves. 

And he knows how pressing the pressures 

can be because he felt them. Even as he spoke 

these words, did you hear what was 

happening? Jesus was simply walking in 

Solomon’s Colonnade in the temple, and the 

religious leaders pounced on him. He felt the 

pressure of opposition put on him by 

enemies. He felt the pressure of expectations 

put on him by people filled with hope of what 

he might be. He felt the pressure of perfection 

living in a sinful world while being pursued 

by the Devil. Jesus knows what we are 

feeling as we live in the midst of this Great 

Tribulation.  

But the Good Shepherd also knows this: 

the enemies in this great tribulation which 

press against us are not greater than him. For 

he and the Father are one. Jesus, God the Son, 

is equal in majesty and strength to his Father 

in heaven. And all of the pressures of this 

world are not too much for him who holds all 

power in his hands and who has all this world 

under his feet.   

So, as the Shepherd leads us, it is actually 

our enemies that feel the press because they 

have nothing left. They have already taken 

Jesus on with all they had as they pressed him 

into a grave, only to watch him step away 

unscathed three days later. Every enemy, 

internal and external, can only listen help-

lessly as our Shepherd assures us that what is 

actually closing in on us when we feel 

pressure are his nail-marked hands cupping 

us in safety and security.  

By all this he assures us that we are not the 

helpless victims of all the pressures pressing 



in on us from within and without; we are 

actually victors.  We are not owned by the 

heartaches that fill our eyes with tears; we are 

his sheep.  We are not bound to lose as a 

wicked world flexes its muscles; no one and 

nothing can snatch us from him. 

And because of that, we can be confident 

that we will be part of that glorious scene laid 

out in Revelation 7, those who were 

described in this way: “These are they who 

have come out of the Great Tribulation; they 

have washed their robes and made them 

white in the blood of the Lamb.”  

Invulnerable, defended sheep is what we 

are. Secure against every enemy. Now and 

forever. It is the reality provided by our Good 

Shepherd. Amen.  

 


